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Teaching Statement 

My teaching philosophy is informed by my experiences as a student at the University of 

Chicago, University of Pennsylvania, and Boston University and in teaching at the 

graduate and undergraduate level. I am an assistant professor at Chapman University, 

where I teach courses in machine learning, business analytics, and development 

economics. Previously, I taught a course in Bayesian statistics and machine learning in 

the Political Science PhD program at MIT. In the spring of 2016, I taught courses in 

development economics and introductory microeconomics at Wellesley College.  

Teaching quantitative courses is challenging, and teaching coding is all the more 

challenging. For my coding-intensive classes, I typically break the class time into two 

sections. During the first half, we learn the theoretical properties of one or two technical 

topics. Once most students have a basic understanding of the topic, I use live coding to 

explore the applications of the topic and encourage the students to code along with me. 

After the students know how to apply the topic, I give them a short, in-class lab 

assignment to test how they can apply the topic in a different context. These labs are 

submitted as part of the students’ participation grade, and they further allow me to 

measure weekly progress according to learning outcomes. Finally, to measure students’ 

conceptual understanding I utilize weekly, open ended written quizzes on very basics 

topics. These questions might be “explain cross-validation in non-technical language” or 

“why would we use Lasso regression over Ridge regression?” These questions are 

meant to approximate questions students might receive in an interview setting, but they 

further allow me to track whether students are retaining a conceptual understanding of 

the materials. The fact that these quizzes occur in-class, on paper, tests students’ 

retention of materials unaided by any outside resources.  

One of the highest priorities I have in teaching is creating an inclusive learning 

environment in which students of all abilities feel comfortable participating in the 

classroom discussion. Since participation engages students’ minds and creates 

incentives to follow the class material closely, the last thing I want is for them to be 
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discouraged from contributing out of fear of being shamed by me or fellow classmates. I 

take extra care when responding to students’ comments so that I don’t unintentionally 

discourage them from contributing in the future.  

Often the most challenging aspect with any course is managing heterogeneity in student 

abilities. This is usually the most challenging in an introductory course, where student 

abilities are more varied, and it can frequently be solved by being aware of cues when 

students appear to not be absorbing certain material. I aim to teach to the middle of the 

class in terms of abilities. For highly able students, I provide optional readings and 

assignments for those who want more depth. For students in the lower end of the 

distribution, I encourage them with additional learning strategies such as introductory 

videos, make myself available to them during office hours and additional times, and/or 

encourage them to make use of subject-specific tutoring services. I want my courses to 

be challenging, but I also want my students to feel like I am their coach—cheering them 

on and providing the resources and strategies they need to succeed.  

In conclusion, it is a privilege to teach at any level, and I treat it as such. Teaching is a 

way to stay connected to the big questions in my discipline, and it’s practice for 

condensing big ideas and seeing the big picture.  

List of Courses Taught: 

• Chapman University, MGSC 310: Statistical Models in Business Analytics 

(Introduction to Machine Learning) 

o Fall 2022 (x2) [Syllabus] [Instructor rating: 4.6/5] 

o Fall 2021 (x2) [Syllabus] [Instructor rating: 4.1/5] 

o Fall 2020 (x2) [Syllabus] [Instructor rating: 4.27/5] 

o Fall 2019 (x2) [Instructor rating: 4.32/5] 

• Chapman University, BUS 696: Special Topics in Business (Machine Learning 

for Managers) 

o Spring 2023 [Syllabus] [Instructor rating: 4.38/5] 

o Fall 2021 [Syllabus] [Instructor rating: 4.88/5] 

http://jonathan-hersh.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/MGSC-310-01_Fall_2020_Syllabus-1.pdf
http://jonathan-hersh.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/MGSC-310-01_Fall_2020_Syllabus-1.pdf
http://jonathan-hersh.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/MGSC-310-01_Fall_2020_Syllabus-1.pdf
http://jonathan-hersh.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Syllabus-for-BUS-696-01.pdf
http://jonathan-hersh.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Syllabus-for-BUS-696-01.pdf
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o Fall 2020 [Syllabus] [Instructor rating: 4.49/5] 

o Fall 2019 [Instructor rating: 3.49/5] 

• Chapman University, ECON 441: Development Economics 

o Fall 2018 [Syllabus] [Instructor rating: 4.45/5]  

o Spring 2018 [Instructor rating: 3.81/5] 

• Chapman University, MGSC 207: Introduction to Business Analytics 

o Fall 2017 [Syllabus] [Instructor rating: 4.21/5]  

• MIT, Quantitative Research Methods III (Political Science PhD quantitative 

sequence) 

o Fall 2017 [Syllabus] 

• Wellesley College, Development Economics 

o Spring 2016 [Syllabus] [92.8% course recommend/strongly 

recommend/neutral] 

• Wellesley College, Introductory Microeconomics 

o Spring 2016 (x2) [Syllabus] [95.2% course recommend/strongly 

recommend/neutral] 

• World Bank, Introduction to Machine Learning 

o Winter 2019 [Instructor rating: 6.23/7] 

o Summer 2018 [Instructor rating: 6.07/7] 

o Summer 2017 [Instructor rating: 6.64/7] 

o Summer 2016 

• Other Short Courses  

o Anahuac University, Mexico City, Introduction to Machine Learning, Winter 

2020 [Syllabus] 

o Inter-American Development Bank, Introduction to Machine Learning, 

2018 

o Central Bank of Belize, Introduction to Machine Learning, 2020, [link] 

o Statistical Institute of Belize, Introduction to Machine Learning, 2019  

o Introduction to Deep Learning, 2018, Arconic 

Example Student Feedback 

http://jonathan-hersh.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Syllabus-for-BUS-696-01.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ibzw0uoler38ov5/ECON441_syllabus_v3.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/452l7ebtc7eeq8w/MGSC207_syllabus.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/rmjs6mpyk6y8554/17-804-Syllabus-Fall2016.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/jzry5v8t3jmpxpg/Econ101_S16_Syllabus.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/xb0o4mt4zs6kbnc/Econ220_S16_Syllabus.pdf?dl=0
https://jonathan-hersh.com/anahuac
http://jonathan-hersh.com/belize/
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Figure 1: Example Undergraduate Student #1 
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Figure 2: Example Undergraduate Student #2 

 

 

 

Figure 3: Example Undergraduate Student #3 
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Figure 4: Example Undergraduate Student #4 
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Figure 5: Example MBA Student #1 
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Figure 6: Example MBA Student #2 
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Figure 7: Example Peer Assessment of Teaching Materials 
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